The Biological and Social Meaning of Race by Weitz, Shirley
BOOK REVIEWS 609
ships between magnetic fields, electroencephalographic changes, and subjective
time perception. Suclh investigations will have increasing relevance for human
behavior as man renounces the geomagnetic and electromagnetic assumptions of
eartlh andl unidertakes prolonged space flight.
The above discussions are representative samples from a volume that will
surely intrique any curiotus mindl. Its message, that biological systems as complex
as man possess primitive inherent oscillators that are entrained by external in-
puts as (liverse as nonvisual electromagnetic radiation, geomagnetic fields, and
group pressture, shouldl have increasing import for biological and social scientists.
Thle fact that suclh iinternal rlhythmls can be readily desynchronized causing
marked physiological and behavioral change provides an important paradigm for
future medlical andI psychiatric research. Gay Luce, in bringing together tllis in-
formationi, lhas provi(lecl an invaluable plintlh for those starting in this new and
buirgeoning field.
F. GORDON FOSTER
Connecticut Mental Health Center
New Haven
THE BIOLOGICAL AND SOCIAI 'MEANING OF RACE. Edited by Riclhard H. Osborne.
AV. H. Freeman 8c Co., San Fraincisco, 1971. viii 182 pp.
Race is suclh an overwhelming social fact that we tend to forget it is also a
biological one that lhas receivecl mtuclh sttudy from geneticists and plhysical an-
thropologists. For the most part, the two ways of looking at race, the biological
and sociological, have developed independently of one anotlher, usually witlh
little communication between them. Richard Osborne admirably draws together
work from both traditions in this book of nine articles selected from Eugenics
Quarterly (now Social Biology) from 1963-1969. Roughlly half of the book is de-
voted to the biological meaning of race and half to tlhe sociological. Unfortu-
nately, there is a definite unevenness in coverage and quality between thie two
areas, favoring the first.
The articles on the biological side present some of the best thinking in tlhe
area. Dobzlhansky on race equality and Baker on race as an adaptive mechanism
discuss the genetic and demographic determinants of race clearly and informa-
tively. A glossary, added by Osborne, is particularly helpful in defining the spe-
cial terminoinlogy of genetics and biology for the nonspecialist. Two articles of
special interest concern race and plhysical growtlh, and race and disease. The
latter article, by Albert Damon, is a fine discussion of racially and ethnically
related dliseases, as well as racial differences in body constitution and in physio-
logical and biochemical indicators.
The second section of the book, on the social fact of race, is somewhat more
mixed in quality and comprelhensiveness than the first. Tlhomas Pettigrew's con-
tribution on race, mental illness, and intelligence is perhaps the classic statement
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Americani. The Jensen (genetic) positioin on racial (lifferences in intelligence is
well alnswered l)y PettigTew's consi(leration of environmental influences on intel-
ligence ancl iintelligence testing (even tlhotuglh Pettigrew's article precdates the
Jenseni controversy). Also consi(lere(d by Pettigrew is the social (lefinition of mental
illness andl the impact of social class in creating al)plarent racial differences in
mlental illness. The otlher articles in this section (lo not lhave the breadtlh or (lepth
of Pettigrew's andl consicler- ratlher isolatedl aspects of the social (lefiinition of race,
whlereas thie first section preseints a more balancedl andl far-rainging view of tlle
biological nattuie of race. This restult is )erlhap)s inevitable, given tllat thle souirce
of the articles (Eugenics Quar-terly) is primuarily a biological publication, not a
sociological one. Otlher ai-ticles in the secondl section coincern nonwhliite fertility
rates, the racial implications of eulgenics, andcI the (lisa(lvantage(l sclhool chiil.
An excellent, integrative introdutiction by WVilliam Howells an(d an appenldix
by Osborne on the hiistory and( natture of racial classificationi roundi( off the 1)ook.
The writinlg is (Itiite goodl andl extremely clear tlhrouiglhotut, undlotutedlly aide(d by
Osborne's rewriting of some of the more technical passages. Althlouighi tlle coIn-
tribtution of social science to race is not as well represented liere as tlle biological
one, this book slhotuld be readl as a first attempt in b)ringing togetlher the findhings
from botlh areas for the genieral reader.
SHIRLEY WVEITZ
Department of Psyclhology
New Sclhool for Social
Research, New York
HYPFRTROPHIC OBS-1RUCTIVE CARDIOMYOPATI-IY. Ciba Foun(dation Stluldy Gr-oLup)
No. 37. Edited by G. E. W81. AWolstenhlolme andl Mlaeve O'Colnnor. J. k A.
Clhturclhill, Lon(lon, 1971. ix 220 pp. $12.50.
The Second( Ciba Fouin(lation Sympositum leldI in September, 1970, whliclh ctul-
ninate(l in the publication of Hvl)ertrophic Obstructive Cardioniyopathy is
analogous to the convening of a family grouip wlho lhas been intimiiately involvedl
in the rearinig of a chliil. The cliil lhas now grown into adlolescence andl many
feattures of hiis personality are better un(lerstood. Thlle family members assulme
many postures, ranging from "I was really quite mistaken many years ago" to
"I knew I was correct all the time." The endl prodtuct of this sympositum is at the
least interestinig ancd at the most a very positive exploration of the presenit state
of knowledlge of the disease named.l hypertrophic obstrUctive car(liomyopathy. I
believe we cani look forwardl to a tlhirdI symiposium some years from now after tlle
adolescent hlas mattured even fturtlher and hiis basic biochemical (lerangemnent and
long-range prognosis become better tunderstoodl.
Wlhat lhave we learned since the first symposium wlhiclh was lheld in 1964? It
lhas become clear that lhypertroplhy prece(les obstrtuction and( tlle obstruiction is
perhaps only an incidental aspect of the dhisease. We have learne(d that operative
intervention lhas a major role in the management of the significantly symptomatic